The Atlantic Telegraph in its Religious Aspects: A Sermon Preached in the Race St. G. Evangelical Reformed Church, August 22, 1858 by Bomberger, John Henry Augustus
Ursinus College
Digital Commons @ Ursinus College
John H. A. Bomberger Library John Henry Augustus Bomberger Collection
1858
The Atlantic Telegraph in its Religious Aspects: A
Sermon Preached in the Race St. G. Evangelical
Reformed Church, August 22, 1858
John Henry Augustus Bomberger
Ursinus College
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.ursinus.edu/jhabombergerlib
Part of the Religious Thought, Theology and Philosophy of Religion Commons
Click here to let us know how access to this document benefits you.
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the John Henry Augustus Bomberger Collection at Digital Commons @ Ursinus College. It has
been accepted for inclusion in John H. A. Bomberger Library by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ Ursinus College. For more
information, please contact aprock@ursinus.edu.
Recommended Citation
Bomberger, John Henry Augustus, "The Atlantic Telegraph in its Religious Aspects: A Sermon Preached in the Race St. G. Evangelical
Reformed Church, August 22, 1858" (1858). John H. A. Bomberger Library. 33.
https://digitalcommons.ursinus.edu/jhabombergerlib/33
T H E 
A T L A N T 1 0 T E E E G I I A P H 
RELIGIOUS ASPECTS. 
A S E R M O N 
I ' R E A C I I K I ) I X T H E R A C E S T . G. E V . A X O E L I g A L R E F O R M E D 
C H U R C H . 
A u g u s t J a , 1 8 5 1 
E Y T H E P A S T O R , 
R E V . . J . H . A . i > 0 : ' R E R G E R , D . D . 
P I I I L A D E L I ' I I I A : 
C O L L I N S , P R I N T E R , 705 L O D G E A L L E Y . 
1 8 5 8 . 
, J H A B ^ — -
T H E 
A T L A N T I C T E L E G E A P H 
I N I T S 
RELIGIOUS ASPECTS. 
A S E R M O N 
P K E A C I I E D I X T H E R A C E S T . 0 . E V A X G E L I C A L R E F O R M E D 
C H U R C H . 
A u g u s t a 3 , 1 8 5 8 , 
B Y T H E P A S T O R , 
E E V . J . H . A . B O M B E R G E R , D . D . 
P H I L A D E L P H I A : 
C O L L I N S , P R I N T E R , 7 0 5 L O D G E A L L E Y . 
1 8 5 8 . 
[The following ^ r m o n is piibllshecl "by a number of friends 
who heard it delivered on last Sabbath morning. They fully 
agree with their pastor in thinking it ill-ad\dsed, and even 
derogatory to the high character of a Gospel pulpit, to court 
notoriety, or excite popular applause, hy dragging into it all 
sorts of novel themes, and unusual incidents. But they feel 
that it was proper to make the present case an exception ; and 
they believe that the attempt made in the following discourse 
to contemplate the great event treated of, in its religious bear-
ings, will commend itself to the approbation of all Christians, 
and that the circulation of the Yiews*set forth, will exert a 
salutary influence. They have, therefore, obtained the consent 
of the author to its present publication and gratuitous distri-
bution.] 
S E E M 0 N . 
P S A L M civ. 4 . — '^Wko maketh His angels spirits. His ministers 
a flaming fire." 
T i n s glorious P s a l m celebrates the p r o v i d e n t i a l 
wisdom a n d goodness of G o d , as exh ib i ted i n the 
da i l y course a n d operat ions of nature . W i t h i n -
sp i red d iscernment the pious author shuns a l i k e 
the gross superst i t ions of surround ing heathen, who 
coufonnded the C r e a t o r w i t h c reat ion , m a k i n g n a -
ture G o d , and the s t i l l more gross a n d ce r ta in ly 
more fa ta l e rror of those atheist fools who w h o l l y 
denied the existence of a personal D e i t y , a n d subs t i -
tuted , instead, the b l i n d l a w s of mat ter . H e has a 
t rue eye for the matchless beauties of nature , and a 
t rue ear for i t s manifo ld harmonious voices. D n t 
his c l ear s p i r i t u a l unders tand ing perceives t h a t those 
beauties are mere ref lections, and that those voices 
are mere echoes. T h e y serve t h e i r h ighest end 
when they become witnesses for H i m who , though 
H e is above them a l l , a n d over them a l l , and inde -
pendent of them a l l , i s y e t pleased to use them as 
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the m a t e r i a l means of showing forth H i s own great -
ness a n d glory. 
W h i l s t , therefore, the P s a l m i s t can most h e a r t i l y 
admire the wonders of nature , for the ir own pecu l iar 
excel lence a n d beauty, he does not al low himsel f to 
rest w i t h such admirat i on . F o r h i m nature is a 
m i r r o r ref lect ing proofs of the infmito power a n d 
beneficence of God . F o r h i m nature is a prophet , 
r e v e a l i n g how inf inite ly majestic and wort l iy of ado-
r a t i o n and love, the J e h o v a h who made and supports 
nature must be. A n d he w i l l heed those proofs. 
H e w i l l s t r ive to render that adorat ion and that love . 
H e w i l l summon h is soul , w i t h a l l the facult ies w i t h 
\ w h i c h the C r e a t o r has endowed i t , to bless the L o r d 
who is v e r y great , a n d s ing praise unto his G o d 
whi l e he has any being. 
I t was i n this sp i r i t the P s a l m before us was con-
ce ived , and i n the execut ion of this noble a n d exa l ted 
purpose t h a t i ts p a r t i c u l a r descr ipt ion of the D i v i n e 
P r o v i d e n c e was produced. A n d w h a t but a n i n -
sp i red m i n d could have surveyed , w i t h a v i ew so 
m i n u t e and yet so comprehensive, the ever -act ive 
a n d diversi f ied scene here contemplated ? W h a t 
but a n insp i red pen could have described i t s par ts 
w i t h such truthfulness , such beauty of d i c t ion , such 
fault less proport ions , a n d such ardor of deep poet ic 
feel ing, as charm and gladden us here in every l i n e ? 
W e s h a l l not attempt , of course, this morn ing to 
appropr iate the prec ious lessons of every part of 
this most exce l lent h y m n of praise. W e sha l l do 
w e l l i f we succeed i n exhaus t ing the treasures of a 
s ingle verse. L e t ns then fasten our minds upon 
the i m p o r t of the s igni f icant passage announced as 
our t e x t : " W h o m a k e t h h i s angels s p i r i t s , H i s 
ministers a flaming fire." 
T h i s sentence, s tr ipped of i t s poet ica l f orm, and 
taken i n i ts l i t e r a l sense, may be stated thus : 117(0 
makes the winds His messengers, and the lightnings 
His ministering servants. T h e doctr ine, therefore, 
w h i c h i s here t a u g h t i s th i s : G o d , i n H i s prov iden -
t i a l management of the w o r l d , makes use even of the 
most subtle agencies of nature , and cont inual ly em-
p loys them i n subserviency to H i s w i l l , and the i n -
terests o f H i s k ingdom. A n d i f we in terpret th is 
O l d T e s t a m e n t doctr ine in the l i g h t of the N e w 
Testament reve la t i on , especial ly remember ing t lnit 
a l l power, i n heaven and on ear th , i s vested i n G o d 
the S o n , the he ir of a l l th ings , we obta in one of the 
most s ign iScaut and cheer ing doctrines of the entire 
C h r i s t i a n sj 'Stem. All the elements and agencies of 
nature, are under the sovereign control of Jesus 
Christ, the great Head of the Church, and He employs 
them continually in subserviency to the advancement 
and ultimate triumph of His cause. 
T h i s most blessed t r u t h must commend itsel f to 
the j o y f u l f a i th of C h r i s t i a n s at a i l t imes. B u t i t 
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possesses pecul iar interest for us to-dny. S ince we 
l a s t met i n th is sacred place, wo have had confirmed 
to us the t r i u m p h a n t issue of one of the most w o n -
der fu l undertakings of science i n any age of the 
w o r l d , the submarine e lectro-magnetic c ommunica -
t i on establ ished between the two great continents 
of our globe. T h i s may f a i r l y be considered as the 
c r o w n i n g achievement of p r a c t i c a l scientif ic i n v e n -
t i on a n d adventure . 
Y o u can a i l testify, m y hearers , t h a t I am not 
prone to t a k e advantage of every unusua l secular 
inc ident , i n order , by means thereof, to invest pu lp i t 
min i s t ra t i ons w i t h fictitious interest , by the f resh -
ness of c a p t i v a t i n g novelt ies . T h e pure gospel 
should , uni formly , possess sufficient at tract ions for 
those who s tand i n constant need of i t s messages of 
grace , to render such novelties superfluous. T h e r e 
are, however , events i n w h i c h the finger of G o d i s 
so r e m a r k a b l y apparent , and the bear ings of w h i c h 
upon great re l ig ions interests are so manifest , that 
they seem to jus t i f y a n except ion be ing made i n 
t h e i r favor , a n d , indeed, to demand attention i n the 
sacred desk. A n d i t becomes the more proper to 
g ive them th is attent ion , w h e n we consider t h a t i t 
is the mater ia l i s t i c tendency of our age to a l l ow the 
mere ly secular and earth ly v i ew of events l i k e these 
to absorb the minds of the masses. 
S u c h an event I r egard t h a t to w h i c h reference 
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has a lready been made. L e t us endeavor, there -
fore, to contemplate i t from the h i g h re l ig ious po int 
of v i e w wo are permit ted to occupy t h i s morn ing : 
1 . J n its true character. 2. In its practical uses. 3. 
Ill its moral lessons. A n d , i n p u r s u i n g these medi -
ta t i ons , l e t us proceed throughout i n the l i g h t of 
onr t e x t : " W h o maketh the winds H i s messengers, 
a n d the l i ghtn ings H i s min i s t e r ing s e r v a n t s . " 
I n ass ign ing to the great event before us its true 
character, many persons, of course, w o u l d res t con -
tented w i t h pronounc ing i t a n achievement of human 
science, s k i l l , and courage. F o r such i t i s s imp ly a 
work of m a n , a n d reflects g lory , proport ioned to i t s 
greatness, upon man 's ingenui ty a n d indomitab le 
perseverance. I n a very n a r r o w sense th is is cer -
t a i n l y t rue . M a n ' s explo i ts , i n every sphere of a c -
t i on , are i n a proper form his own. T h e powers of 
m i n d a n d body, put forth i n the i r accompl ishment , 
are undoubtedly to be exerc ised i n a free a n d inde -
pendent way . N e i t h e r h i s head nor his hands are 
par ts of a dumb machine, used wi thout h i s v o l u n t a r y 
co -operat ion or consciousness, by a superior power , 
for ends i n w h i c h man feels no interest . I V h a t e v e r 
m a n achieves, ho must perform by adequate personal 
s tudy a n d labor . H i s dependence upon G o d i s b y 
no means such as precludes due personal e x e r t i o n , 
or renders i t superfluous. Sc ience a n d c i v i l i z a t i o n 
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go together, because the inhab i tants of c i v i l i z e d 
conntr ies g ive themselves to the d i l i gent c u l t i v a t i o n 
of the i r inte l lec tual powers , a n d energet ica l ly em-
p loy the means requis i te to c a r r y out the i r plans. 
A m o n g u n c i v i l i z e d nations there are no invent ions , 
a n d may scarcely be sa id to be any arts or sciences, 
because the m o r a l a n d inte l l ec tua l energies of the 
people are dormant or pals ied . 
B u t i t must be remembered, a t the same t ime , 
t h a t the m i n d of m a n , w i t h a l l i t s facul t ies , i s as 
m u c h the creature of G o d , and the channe l , there -
fore, through w h i c h G o d w o r k s , a n d d isp lays H i s 
power , w i sdom, and beneficence, as any other c rea -
t u r e of H i s hands. T h e G o d who p lanted the cedar 
of L e b a n o n , and p u t into i t i ts pecu l iar l a w of 
g r o w t h and development, also made the human soul , 
a n d endowed i t w i t h those capacit ies w h i c h be long 
to i t . H e formed the s p i r i t w h i c h is i n man, a n d 
H i s insp i ra t i on g ive th m a n unders tand ing ( J o b 
x x . x i i . 8 ) . A l l the noble achievements of the human 
m i n d , therefore, serve to show forth the praises of 
the great C r e a t o r . 
N o machine, of man's invent ion , can exce l i n i t s 
contr ivance , i ts in t r i ca te par t s , or i t s performances, 
the thought , the idea l , the s k i l l of the inventor . N o 
flower can be more beaut i ful or f ragrant t h a n the 
d iv ine thought of which i t is an outward , m a t e r i a l 
express ion . N o a n i m a l , i n i t s wonderful ins t inc t s 
11 
a n d sagacity , can rise above the purpose and p l a n 
of G o d i n i t s creat ion. So no human ingenui ty can 
show super ior i ty to the d iv ine wisdom and energy 
w h i c h formed the m i n d d i s p l a y i n g such ingenui ty . 
I f , therefore, the m a t e r i a l heavens declare G o d ' s 
g l o r y , a n d a l l an imated nature shows for th H i s 
h a n d i w o r k , how m u c h more admirab ly are these 
e x h i b i t e d b y r a t i o n a l m a n , w h o m G o d has " made a 
l i t t l e l ower than the angels, and c r o w n e d w i t h g l o ry 
a n d h o n o r . " A n d i f the br ightness of the sun, a n d 
the splendor of the s tars , the beaut i fu l t in t s a n d 
f ragrance of flowers, and the v a r i e t y and exce l lence 
of the f ru i t s of the e a r t h — i f the wonderful s t r u c -
ture , and s t i l l more wonderful inst incts of a n i m a l s , 
b i rds , and insects, are a l l admitted to furn i sh d i rec t 
evidence of the inf inite wisdom a n d goodness of 
P r o v i d e n c e , i n H i s cont inua l use of them for the 
most beneficent e n d s — w h y should we not a l l o w 
the same lesson to be taught by the a m a z i n g p o w e r s 
of thought , i n v e n t i v e genius, and s k i l l , d i sp layed b y 
m a n , see ing t h a t not only as to his body, but s t i l l 
more as to his s p i r i t , m a n l i v e s and moves, a n d has 
h is r a t i o n a l be ing i n the L o r d ? 
T h e h ighest honor a n d g lory , therefore, of a l l 
great invent ions and discoveries , as w e l l as of a l l 
the most impor tant human exp lo i t s , must be a t t r i -
buted to G o d . W h a t e v e r subordinate pra i se m a y 
be j u s t l y awarded to p a r t i c u l a r h u m a n agents, t h e i r 
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achievements a l l po int u p w a r d s to H i m who has 
w r o u g h t through the i r agency, a n d g i v e n success to 
t h e i r projects . I t i s the eternal Divine Wisdom, 
vjho makes the prudent His abode, and reveals to 
them the knowledge of witty inventions ( P r o v e r b s 
v i i i . 1 2 ) , who uses such moans of demonstrat ing 
t h a t H i s energy c ont inua l l y sustains the m i n d of 
m a n i n i t s in te l l e c tua l a c t i v i t i e s , as w e l l as prompts 
a l l i t s h igher efforts. 
F u l l corroborat ion of th i s fact is furnished by the 
chrono log ica l order and h i s t o r i ca l succession of a l l 
the most notable invent ions and discoveries of man . 
T h e r e is so obvious a providence in t h e i r respect ive 
dates a n d h i s t o r i c a l re la t i on to each other, that 
t h e i r o r i g i n a l suggestion and the immediate impulse 
w h i c h l ed to the ir product ion i n the i r day , must be 
t raced to the special in terpos i t i on of G o d . I t w i l l 
only be necessary to instance , i n proof, the d iscovery 
of the use of the compass, i n the th i r teenth century , 
the invent ion of the a r t of p r i n t i n g , so speedily f o l -
l owed by the discovery of A m e r i c a i n the fifteenth, 
the mechan i ca l use of steam i n the e ighteenth, a n d 
now, the reduct ion of e lec tr i c i ty a n d magnet ism to 
p r a c t i c a l uses i n the nineteenth century . 
I n t h i s v i e w , th is last especial ly challenges our 
a d m i r a t i o n . I t seems to have been the las t g reat 
scientif ic conqnest r e m a i n i n g to be achieved by 
h u m a n knowledge a n d s k i l l . W i n d and water , i n 
the i r n a t u r a l form, have been so l o n g subservient 
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to the w i l l of man, that voyages around the w o r l d 
— t h e first of vvhieli, made by M a g e l l a n but l i t t le 
more t h a n three hundred years ago, f i l led the minds 
of the most learned men w i t h utter amazement—are 
almost annual ly accompl ished. A n d even the w o n -
ders performed by means of water converted into 
steam, upon l a n d a n d sea, have liecome such com-
mon events , that , a l though the first steam-engine 
was invented scarcely a hundred years ago, and 
our first ra i l roads were constructed since the middle -
aged among us were born , our ch i ldren look upon 
these things w i t h o u t surpr ise , as th ings that a l w a y s 
were . A n d yet , when , a few years ago, steam n a v i -
gat ion was first r i s k e d upon the h i g h seas, the shout 
went u p : D i s t a n c e has been a n n i h i l a t e d ; nations pre -
v i ous ly separated by months of peri lous and w e a r i -
some t r a v e l can now be brought together in a few 
br ie f days ; and long-sundered friends, p a n t i n g for 
reunion , can fly over the trackless ocean into each 
other 's arms, i n spite of w i n d and waves. 
T h e r e seemed, then , to be but one other na tura l 
element r e m a i n i n g unsubdued. T h a t element, how-
ever , was the most subtle and mysterious of a l l — s o 
myster ious t h a t science, a t a loss to find a rea l ly 
s igni f i cant name, ca l l s i t e lec tr i c i ty , a m b e r i s m ! B y 
w h a t means sha l l th is be seized and reduced to obe-
dience to the thought and w i l l of man ? T o whose 
heart s h a l l be revealed the effectual solution of the 
2 
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h a r d problem proposed to J o b out of the w h i r l -
w i n d : " C a n s t thou send the l ightn ings that they 
may go and say unto thee, H e r e we are ? " W h o 
s h a l l put this wisdom in the i n w a r d parts ; or who 
g ive th is unders tanding to the heart ? 
H o w many a wise man among the ancients , a m b i -
t ious of r enown, w o n i d have rejoiced w i t h unut ter -
able de l ight , h a d th is deep secret been made k n o w n 
to h i m ; and how many even among the modern 
votar ies of science w o u l d g lad ly have p a i d down 
the ir life as the pr i ce of w i n n i n g the reputat ion of 
a Whi tehouse and a M o r s e , and of the pr iv i l ege of 
r ender ing to the ir race the service performed by the 
invent ions a n d discoveries of these men a n d the i r 
eminent coadjutors I 
A n d w h y should these discoveries have been de-
l a y e d so l ong ? T h e p h y s i c a l means of m a k i n g 
them were a l w a y s at hand . T h e l i g h t n i n g flashed 
as v i v i d l y above the heads of men of science c en tu -
r ies ago as i t does n o w ; i t s propert ies a n d opera-
t ions l a y as open to the ir s crut iny and the i r e x p e r i -
ments. T h e y m i g h t have m a r k e d i t s ve loc i ty , i t s 
resistless force, and i t s s trong affinities, as w e l l as 
the i r modern successors i n the great school of 
nature . B u t they a l l fa i led to make the discovery. 
A s the glare of each l u r i d flash van ished , i t l e f t 
the i r minds in darkness dense as that w h i c h enve-
loped nature , in r e g a r d to any means of b i n d i n g the 
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dreaded element by any machinery w h i c h man could 
invent , and employ ing i t for any purposes w h i c h m a n 
m i g h t devise. E v e n the mere idea seems never to 
have been suggested to their minds. W h a t other uses 
could the l i ghtn ings of the thunderstorm serve, be-
yond p u r i f y i n g the atmosphere, or be ing employed 
b y the h a n d of A l m i g h t y upon some terr ib le and 
myster ious prov ident ia l miss ion ? 
B u t when the proper t ime came for the discovery, 
G o d chose H i s agents , insp i red the q u i c k e n i n g 
thought , i m p a r t e d s trength to elaborate i t , a n d 
courage for i t s execut ion. A n d who can now r e -
f r a i n from s a y i n g . See w h a t G o d hath wrought ? 
A s s u r e d l y , i t i s H i s work . T h e h a n d of a spec ia l 
P r o v i d e n c e is most d i s t inc t ly d isp layed i n the h i s -
tory of the great scheme, from i t s conception to i ts 
recent consummation . H o w e v e r act ive and p r o m i -
nent the secondary agencies m a y a l l have been, the 
L o r d has been p r o m p t i n g and gu id ing the i r t o i l s 
from first to las t . 
A n d i t is a most p leas ing fact in connection w i t h 
th is recent achievement, t h a t none have been more 
ready to acknowledge the D i v i n e interpos i t ion in 
furtherance of the enterprise t h a n the most p r o m i -
nent actors themselves. I t w i l l be remembered as 
a n in teres t ing c ircumstance i n the most important 
of past invent ions and discoveries, t h a t the renowned 
and honored agents i n them a l l cheerful ly confessed 
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the ir indebtedness to G o d for the ir success, and his 
c la ims to a l l the g l o ry of i t . T h e i m m o r t a l G u t t e n -
berg hastened to l a y the first product ion of h i s 
meta l l i c press devoutedly before the a l tar of G o d , 
i n the form of a p r i n t e d B i b l e . C o l u m b u s , h o w -
ever clogged and fettered his mind and heart may 
be supposed to have been by what some would c a l l 
the superst i t ions of h is age, began, prosecuted, a n d 
completed his great voyage of d iscovery i n the name 
of the H o l y T r i n i t y , and under the floating banner 
of the cross. T h i s same devout s p i r i t , we have r e -
jo i ced to see, animated the hearts of the wor thy 
leaders i n the late T e l e g r a p h expedi t ion . 
A n d how solemnly impress ive the prominence 
g iven to the i r re l ig ious acknowledgments ! H o w 
deeply felt , and how f r a n k l y avowed, the ir depend-
ence upon G o d , and the i r indebtedness for success 
to H i s he lp ing h a n d ! N o one can read t h a t elo-
quent address of C a p t a i n H u d s o n to the c rew of 
the N i a g a r a , upon the happy te rminat i on of the i r 
arduous and responsible to i ls , or that fervent p r a y e r 
of t h a n k s g i v i n g to A l m i g h t y God , i n w h i c h a l l 
seemed so devout ly to j o i n , wi thout the profoundest 
emotions. T h a t nat ion is blessed who has such 
commanders in her navy , and such soldiers ready to 
l ead her armies into batt le . T h e L o r d great ly m u l -
t i p l y the i r number among us , and cheer them i n the 
exercise of that mora l courage to face the sneers of 
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scoffers, w h i c h is incomparab ly more admirable than 
the heartless b r a v e r y w h i c h thousands may d isp lay 
upon the field of batt le J 
' As the address and prayer referred to are well worthy of 
preservation, we copy them here entire. 
" W e h a v e , " said the captain, " j u s t accomplished a work 
which has attracted the attention and enlisted the interests of 
the whole world. That w o r k , " he continued, " has been per-
formed, not hy ourselves ; there has been an Almighty hand 
over us and aiding us ; and without the Divine assistance thus ex-
tended to us success was impossible. With this conviction firmly 
pressed upon our minds, it becomes our duty to acknowledge 
our indebtedness to that overruling Providence who holds the 
sea in the hollow of his hand. ' Not unto us, 0 L o r d ! not 
unto us, but to thy name be all the glory.' I hope the day will 
never come when, in all onr works, we shall refuse to acknow-
ledge the overruling hand of a Divine and Almighty Power. I t 
is He who can rebuke the winds and calm the seas. He works 
in a mysterious way for his people. His path is on tlie mighty 
waters. We have seen I l l s power in the tempest; and when we 
have called upon Him in the time of trouble, Ho has heard our 
voices. And yet how ungrateful we are for a l l His favors, and 
how soon we forget Him when the trouble passes away like the 
summer cloud or the morning dew. On a solemn occasion like 
the present we should feel more particularly our indebtedness 
to Him, and it is with a feeling of heartfelt gratitude we should 
acknowledge the many favors which he has bestowed upon us. 
There are none here, I am sure, whose hearts are not overflow-
ing with feelings of the liveliest gratitude to Him, in view of the 
great work which has been accomplished through His permis-
sion, and who are not willing to join in a prayer of thanksgiving 
for its successful termination. I will therefore ask you to join 
me in the following prayer, which is the same, with a few ne-
2* 
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T h a t so devout a conclusion of the ir great w o r k 
was altogether proper i n the c ircumstances , no one, 
cessary alterations, that was offered for the laying of the ca-
ble :— 
" 0 Eternal Lord God, who alone spreadest out the heavens 
and rulest the raging of the sea, who hast compassed the wa-
ters with hounds till day and night come to an end, and whom 
the winds and the sea obey—look down in mercy, we beseech 
Thee, upon us. T h y servants, who now approach tlie throne 
of grace, and let our prayer ascend before Thee with accept-
ance. Thou hast commanded and encouraged us in all our 
ways to acknowledge Thee, and to commit cur works to Thee ; 
and Thou hast graciously promised to direct our paths and to 
prosper our handiwork. We desire now to thank Thee, be-
lieving that without T h y help and blessing nothing can prosper 
or succeed, and we desire humbly to commit all who have been 
engaged in this undertaking to Thy care, protection, and guid-
ance. I t has pleased Thee to enable us to complete what we 
have been led by Thy providence to undertake, that being be-
gun and carried on in the spirit of prayer and in dependence 
upon Thee, it may tend to T h y glory, and to the good of all 
nations, by promoting the increase of unity, peace, and con-
cord. 
" May Thy hand of power and mercy be so acknowledged by 
all that the language of every heart may be ' Not unto us, 0 
L o r d ! not unto us, but unto T h y name give g lory ; ' that so 
T h y name may be hallowed and magnified in us and by us. 
Thou hast controlled the winds and the sea by Thine almighty 
power, and granted us such favorable weather that we were 
enabled to lay the cable safely and effectually. F inal ly , we 
beseech Theo to implant within us a spirit of humility and 
childlike dependence upon Thee ; and teach us to feel, as well 
as to say, ' I f the L o r d will , we shall do this or that.' Hear us, 
0 Lord, and answer us in these our petitions according to Thy 
previous promise, for Jesus Christ's s a k e . " 
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assuredly , w i l l for a moraoiit question. R a r e l y , i f 
ever, has an impor tant scientific enterprise been u n -
der taken w h i c h was so obviously a n d ent ire ly de-
pendent, for a l l rea l success, upon a super intending 
P r o v i d e n c e . A n d , as i t were , to make those i m m e -
diate ly concerned i n i ts success, feel this the more 
deeply, serious embarrassments , a n d d iscourag ing 
difficulties and fa i lures , ba lked the i r first, and most 
sanguine attempts . T h e n came t h a t terr ib le h u r r i -
cane w h i c h had w c i i - n i g h engulfed the A g a m e m n o n 
w i t h a i l her c rew. B u t he who rules the r a g i n g of 
the sea, h e a r d the i r c r y i n the ir hour of trouble, and 
l i rought them out of the ir distresses. M a n y voices, 
however , were now ra ised aga inst another at tempt . 
L o u d were the denunciat ions of the specific p l a n of 
operat ions , the machiner j ' , the route. L v e n the i n -
capac i ty of those who had the management of the 
exped i t i on was h inted at . L v c r j d h i n g was thought 
of, and suggested as a remedy, by some prophet i c 
editors a n d scientific skept ics , but t h a t w h i c h proved 
the one t h i n g need fu l—God ' s blessing. "When that 
was earnest ly sought, and obtained, the enterprise 
succeeded, the t r i u m p h was complete. 
T l i u s , then , by the fact t i ia t the achievements of 
m i n d over matter , i n a i l i ts forms and elements, i i -
iustrate the super ior wisdom and power of H i m who 
made m a n a l i v i n g s o u l : by the remarkab le in terpo -
s i t ions of D i v i n e P r o v i d e n c e : and by the devout 
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acknowledgments of those most efficiently concerned 
i n t h i s great work , i t presents i t se l f to us as most 
d i s t inc t ly impressed w i t h a re l ig ious character . A s 
the L o r d ' s do ing i t is most marve l lous i n our eyes. 
H e r e , through m a n as H i s responsible agent . H e 
has demonstrated how H e makes the winds H i s mes-
sengers, and the l i g h t n i n g H i s min i s te r ing servant . 
O h ! t h a t t h i s new power , added to the v a s t m a -
chinery of our wor id- i i fe , may ever be employed i n 
promot ing the best interests of man , a n d the h i g h -
est g lory of G o d ! 
But what can he said, or surmised, of the practical 
uses of this new means of communication beticeen the 
Eastern and Western hemispheres ? 
T h e repl ies to this i n q u i r y w i l l , of course, v a r y i n 
the ir tenor w i t h the different character and pos i t ion 
of the several classes of persons who may ra ise i t . 
I t w i l l be n a t u r a l for the merchant to indulge l a rge 
expectat ions w i t h reference to i t s Impor tant com-
merc ia l uses ; i ts influence upon the metropo l i tan 
markets of the w o r l d , and upon speculations i n 
stocks and trade general ly . Statesmen and p o l i t i -
c ians may already foresee and prophecy great po l i -
t i c a l purposes to be subserved by the accelerated 
means of commnnicat ion established between the 
two most inf luent ia l governments of the w o r l d . 
N o w impor tant questions of in ternat iona l po l i cy 
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may be adjusted before the popu lar m i n d has h a d 
t ime to become inf lamed w i t h r egard to them ; and 
matters of dispute may be settled by l i g h t n i n g 
flashes instead of the flashes of m u s k e t r y , and by 
ti ie gentle taps of the e lectr ic bat tery instead of the 
murderous force of cannon bai ls . M e n of science, 
a noble corps when they modestly keep w i t h i n the 
proper l i m i t s of w h a t is s t i l l i n the puberty of i t s 
development, may rejoice i n the prospect of i m p o r t -
ant scientific uses to be subserved by th is new a u x -
i l i a r y i n the prosecut ion of the ir in t c i i e c tua i to i l s . 
A n d people general ly may calculate large ly upon 
the advantages of the submarine te legraph , for the 
purposes of soc ial intercourse . 
O f the i i ighest moment for us , however, must be 
i ts moral and religious uses. T h e precise character 
and extent of tiicso none may forete l l , or even sur -
mise. B u t i t requires no ex t raord inary sagaci ty to 
perceive that the mere fact of the existence of such 
a bond of union , connect ing E u r o p e a n d A m e r i c a 
as by a most sensit ive l i v i n g nerve , through w h i c h 
the thoughts a n d feelings of each can be i n s t a n t a -
neously communicated to the other, must e x e r t , 
however s i lent ly , a most potent mora l influence. 
T h e two hemispheres are now j o ined together, not 
by insensate and impenetrable submarine rocks , and 
reefs, and sandbars, but by a l i gament through w h i c h 
they are brought into a c tua l contact w i t h each other. 
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T h e y can speak, i f not face to face, yet heart to 
heart , as brother speaks to brother . 
W e must remember, a iso , the pecul iar re l ig ious 
character of the nat ions w h i c h have been most 
ac t ive ly concerned i n establ ishing th is in t imate i n -
tercommunicat ion . T h e y are , mora l l y at least , the 
b u l w a r k s of P r o t e s t a n t i s m . I t is s igni f icant that 
the two great P r o t e s t a n t governments of the w o r l d 
should have been l ed to co-operate i n th is s tupen-
dous enterprise. T h a t P r o t e s t a n t i s m should l ead 
on the m a r c h of a d v a n c i n g c i v i l i z a t i o n i n th is m a t -
ter , i s indeed noth ing strange. She has been g u i d i n g 
i t s course for three hundred years . B u t the form of 
the fact i n th is p a r t i c u l a r instance , may cer ta in ly be 
considered somewhat prognost ic of the p a r t w h i c h 
the A t l a n t i c t e l e g r a p h may yet bear i n the future 
m o r a l and rel ig ious movements of the wor ld . A r c h -
bishop H u g h e s w o n i d doubtless g lad ly quash a i l the 
gorgeous proceedings of last S u n d a y ' s corner-stone-
l a y i n g solemnities, a n d forego the prospect of t h a t 
magnif icent cathedral completed, i f he could secure 
the monopoly of a te legraphic cable between h i s 
residence i n N e w Y o r k and the Y a t i c a n of R o m e . 
A p a r t , however , f rom a i l speculat ive surmises i n 
r e g a r d to th is po int , we may rest content w i t h the 
assurance , that as a i l antecedent achievements of 
human science, s id i i , a n d t o i l , have been made sub-
servient to the h ighest interests of man , as associated 
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w i t h mora i i t } ' and re i i g i on , so s i ia i i i t be w i t h the 
wonder fu i system of te iegrapi i i c communicat ion , 
w h i c h is so r a p i d l y e n c i r c l i n g our entire globe. 
L e t not the skept i c and g rove l l ing mater ia l i s t , 
whose v i ews a n d aspirat ions never r ise above the 
m a r k e t s and money, mock at th is suggestion as a 
dream of a b s u r d piet ism. L e t them not confound 
the f a i t h of C h r i s t i a n s i n such e x a l t e d resul ts , b y 
unanswerable questions after the ways and forms i n 
w h i c h we expect those mora l and re l ig ious ends to 
be secured. T h a t we should uot at once be able 
c l ear ly to conceive a n d propose the precise manner 
i n w h i c h a i l th i s m a y be accomplished, is not s u r -
p r i s i n g . W e have not y e t recovered from bewi lder -
i n g astonishment at t i ie success of the enterprise. 
T h i s i s ev ident from the tenor of the best edi tor ia ls 
a n d addresses, w h i c h the event has cal led forth. 
W e are s t i l l s tanding before i t w i t h the admirat ion 
of a man overwhelmed by the first s ight of the great 
A m e r i c a n cataract . E v e n w h i l s t r e a d i n g i n the 
m o r n i n g papers the E u r o p e a n news of yesterday, 
onr minds are confused, our hearts beat s t range ly , 
a n d we seem to ourselves to be s t i l l invo lved i n 
some impract i cab le dream of the n ight . A n d doubt-
less there are thousands a n d tens of thousands among 
us who now y e t suspect that the whole t h i n g i s a 
scientific delusion a n d a fraud. B u t w h a t our 
stunned reason may not demonstrate by argument , 
our unders tanding may be firmiy persuaded of by 
fa i th . A n d this fa i th finds a sure foundation i n the 
doctr ine of our t e x t , t h a t G o d makes the winds H i s 
messengers, and the i i ghtn ings H i s m i n i s t e r i n g 
servants . 
W e get, however, upon more prac t i ca l ground i n 
proceeding to consider a few of tlie obvious and 
important lessons taught by our stibjecf. 
1. T h e event furnishes a remarkable i l l u s t r a t i o n 
of man's intellectual and moral ascendency over the 
material world. I n th i s respect i t verifies and e x -
emplif ies the declarat ions of the W o r d of G o d : 
" T H O U M A D E S T H I M TO H A V E DOMINION O V E R T H E 
W O R K S OF T H Y H A N D S ; T H O U H A S T P U T A L L T H I N G S 
U N D E R H I S F E E T ; A L L S H E E P A N D O X E N , Y E A , A N D 
T H E B E A S T S OF T H E F I E L D ; T I I E F O W L OF T H E A I R , 
A N D T H E F I S H OF T H E S E A , A N D W H A T S O E V E R P A S S -
E T H T H R O U G H T H E P A T H S OF T I I E S E A " ( P s a i m v i i i . 
6 - 8 ) . T h e exercise of th i s dominion invo lves chiefly, 
o f course, the p u t t i n g forth of man's s p i r i t u a l pow-
ers. I t s foundation l i es i n the mora l and i n t c i i e c t -
u a i nature of man. P h y s i c a l l y considered, he i s , of 
a i l the h igher orders of animals , least fitted to assert 
or m a i n t a i n contro l over the beings w h i c h surround 
h i m . T h e l ion 's whelps have greater s trength than 
l ie , and b u r r o w i n g conies have more ins t inc t ive c u n -
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n i i i g . B e a v e r s b u i l d better homes for themselves 
t h a n B u s h m e n , and ants are more prov ident than 
i i u m a n beggars . 
W h a t e v e r , therefore , m a n sha l l accompl ish in the 
pursu i t of h i s e x a l t e d destiny, must be effected by 
iute i iec tnai a n d m o r a l means. A n d how abundant ly 
has the sufficiency of such means as are p laced w i t h i n 
h i s reach , been attested by the achievements of past 
a g e s ! W e can witness no more subl ime or solemnly 
impress ive spectacle t h a n to behold t l i i s seemingly 
p u n y a n d impotent creature p r o v i n g himsel f the 
c r o w n i n g w o r k of the creat ive power , and wisdom, 
a n d beneficence of G o d , by g o i n g forth in the name 
of h i s C r e a t o r , b a t t l i n g successfully w i t h the a p p a -
rent ly antagon is t i c elements of nature , .secret a n d 
open, conquer ing them, a n d b r i n g i n g them b a c k 
bound h a n d a n d foot, a n d tamed into ready obe-
dience to the conqueror 's w i l l . 
T r u e , m a n y of the greatest discoveries and i n v e n -
t ions , w h i c h have r e w a r d e d human study and t o i l , 
were s low i n be ing made, and , as t rophies of the 
successful assert ion of man 's dominion, have been 
gathered a t ra ther a late day i n the wor ld ' s h i s -
t o ry . B u t when w c reflect upon the ir - character , 
and upon the v a s t scientif ic obstacles that l a y in the 
w a y , the wonder is t h a t they have been made o r 
w o n a t a i l , and that we are permitted to enjoy the 
lienefit of them now. W e have merely to remember 
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how very recently some of our latest achievements 
were pronounced imposs ib i l i t ies , w h i c h only insane 
enthusiasts would attempt to overcome, to obtain 
some due conception of the r e a l greatness of the 
v i c tor ies gained. 
T h e s e t h i n g s have been accompl ished, also, by an 
inte l lect and a w i l l g reat ly i m p a i r e d through s in . 
T h e presence of this sad element i n the const itut ion 
of fa l l en man has been cont in i ia i iy d i m m i n g h i s per-
cept ions and c r i p p l i n g h i s menta l and m o r a l ener-
gies. E v e n though D i v i n e grace has come in to 
remedy t i i i s e v i l and restore to m a n his o r i g ina l 
excel lence, a n d though we everywhere see the close 
re la t i on subs is t ing between man's e levation t h r o u g h 
C h r i s t i a n i t y a n d the q u i c k e n i n g of i i i s in t c i i e c tua i 
powers , i t i s fa i r to conclude t h a t some of the i m -
ped ing influences of s in s t i l l c l i n g to h i m . T h e fa i l , 
however t r u l y the occasion of redemption, has not 
made m a n a more g lor ious be ing t h a n he would have 
shown himsel f w i t h o u t i t . T h e re l ig ious phi losophy 
w h i c h teaches the opposite of t h i s , suggests a doubt-
fu l v ind i ca t i on of the D i v i n e wisdom and govern -
ment, i n p e r m i t t i n g s in to enter into t i ie w o r l d . 
W h o , then , sha l l t e l l us w h a t secrets to be r e -
vea led , w h a t powers to be developed, w h a t autho-
r i t y to be exerc ised , by man , as G o d ' s v is ib le v i ce -
gerent upon the ear th , were o r i g i n a l l y lodged i u 
human nature , and would speedily have g iven proof 
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uf the ir presence, by his r a p i d advancement from 
glory to g l o ry , even in th is earthly sphere, unsoi led 
by s i n — s e e i n g t h a t , as he now i s , he approximates , 
through the intervent ion of grace , so near ly to the 
ideal w h i c h the sacred poet lauds i n the passage 
quoted above ? A n d if, amid a l l the predominance 
o f s in w h i c h we have s t i l l so often to deplore, i n -
d i v i d u a l minds are seen cont in i ia i iy r i s i n g super ior 
to the inte i iec tuai thra ldom of the race , and ach iev ing 
exp lo i t s i n the field of science w h i c h exc i te the a d -
mira t i on of the ir fe i iow-men, w h a t s i ia i i the h u m a n 
s p i r i t not accompl ish under the more ben ign in f lu -
ences of the m i l l e n n i a l re ign of the Redeemer of tlie 
race ? 
B u t i f th i s super ior i ty of man , as a mora l a n d 
an inte l l igent be ing , be c lear ly a fact, t i ien th is 
fact l ikewise demonstrates man ' s duty to exerc ise 
ids v icegerency i n t i ie fear and accord ing to the r e -
vea led design of G o d . A b o v e a i l , i t proves h i s 
duty to m a i n t a i n h i s re lat ive super ior i ty , to keep 
in fer ior th ings i n the ir proper place, to use them as 
a means, not to idoi ize them as an end, and not to 
suffer h imse l f to become the vassa l of ids subject, 
or the bondsman of h is s lave. 
2. O u r subject aiso offers an overwhelming refuta-
tion of one of the most common and specious cavils 
of skepticism and infidelity against the credihility of 
28 
the Gospel, and the divine origin of our JJoJy Reli-
gion. T a k e i t , for instance , i u the form g iven to i t 
by the false argument of H u m e , that the mirac les 
of the B i b l e must be re jected as incredible m y t h s , 
because they confl ict w i t h a i l human exper ience a n d 
p r o b a b i l i t y . J u d g e d by th is test, the recent achieve-
ment must be set down as a sheer delusion, as an 
absurd i ty i n the premises . N e v e r was a n y t h i n g l i k e 
i t seen or dreamed of before. T e n t imes ten thou-
sand inte l l igent a n d credible witnesses might have 
been found ten years ago, a i l agree ing i n r e g a r d to 
t h i s . So e x t r a o r d i n a r y and so u t t e r l y improbable , 
n a y , i m p r a c t i c a b l e , does the entire event, contem-
piated from the posit ion then occupied by those 
witnesses , seem to be, t h a t i t w o u l d have been 
deemed an ind i ca t i on of menta l derangement to 
have enterta ined the thougl i t . T h e few who, fifteen 
or twenty years ago, d id venture to suggest the 
poss ib i l i ty of such a n enterprise , soon subsided into 
s i lence before the der i s ion of men assumed to be 
more wise a n d prudent t h a n themselves. 
A n d y e t the imprac t i cab le t h i n g has been ac tua l ly 
per formed, and the imposs ib i l i ty has become a f a c t ! 
W h a t a rebuke to the objections of h u m a n reason 
against the mirac les recorded i n the H o l y S c r i p t u r e s ! 
T h e recent achievement i s , of course , far from being 
a mirac le i n i ts k i n d ; but as i t resembles one i n i t s 
o u t w a r d form, i t f a i r l y serves the argument for w i i i c h 
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we are now u s i n g i t . A s s u r e d l y , when skeptics a n d 
unbel ievers see men l i k e themselves, per forming such 
explo i ts , openly a n d before the eyes of the w o r l d ; 
per forming them i n conformity w i t h the k n o w n , 
though imper fect ly apprec iated l a w s of the elements 
a n d means employed, they might l e a r n to exerc ise 
more modesty and caut ion i n the ir assaults upon the 
h i s t o r i c a l basis of C h r i s t i a n i t y , a n d more meekness 
and teachableness, i n r e g a r d to the o u t w a r d proofs 
by w h i c h i t is commended to our hear ty acceptance. 
3. T h e h is tory of th i s achievement e.xerapiifies the 
propriety and beauty of laying tlie richest trophies of 
science before the altar of God, and of consecrating 
its best services to the interests of His cause. I f w h a t 
has been sa id i n the preced ing p a r t of this discourse , 
concern ing the D i v i n e interpos i t ion i n the present 
case, be correct , t h i s inference must fol low. A n d 
yet how prone men are cont inuai iy to forget the 
t r u t i i and the obl igat ion w h i c h t h i s inference i n -
volves . One hoars of r a i l r o a d s a n d steam n a v i g a -
t ion , a n d te legraphs , only i n connection w i t h the 
m a t e r i a l , t empora l interests of l i fe . I f they c a n be 
made to satisfy the lust of the flesh, the l u s t of the 
eye, and the pr ide of l i fe, the ir best and h ighest uses 
are supposed to be at ta ined . H o w w e l l i t i s for us 
then to be taught , t h a t there is a nobler a l t a r at 
w h i c h man may wors i i ip t l ian t i i a t of mammon ; that 
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there is something h ig i i e r than this v a i n c a r n a i l i fe 
to be served by our thoughts and t o i l s ; and that 
there i s a B e i n g more exa l ted even than m a n , whose 
l ionor i s concerned i n human achievements. 
4. F i n a l l y , le t us l e a r n from w h a t has been so 
unexpectedly a n d yet so nobly accompl ished , to he 
encouraged, as Christians, in the zealous prosecution 
of our great work. W e see i n th is case how r i c h l y 
u n t i r i n g and confident perseverance in a great e n -
terpr ise , beset w i t h per i l s and u n t r i e d diff iculties, 
has been rewarded . W h y then should we be d i s -
heartened by the obstacles w h i c h may meet us i n 
onr w a y ? O u r c a i i i n g is a h igh and holy ca l l ing . 
O u r commission contemplates a most desirable and 
g lor ious issue. V a s t communit ies s t i l l remain to be 
evangel ized. W h o l e nat ions are yet to be made 
acquainted w i t h the plan of redemption. M u c h as 
has been accompl ished, m u c h is s t i l l to be done. 
W h i c h fact sha l l prove the more potent motive for 
us ? T h e l a t t e r to discourage us , or the former to 
inc i te us f o r w a r d ? L e t us answer th is as C h r i s t i a n 
men. 
C e r t a i n l y , w i t i i the sure word of prophecy in our 
hands, we may look f o r w a r d to t i ie hour , as near, 
when the t r iumphs of the cross sha l l be complete. 
T l i e w o r k s h a l l not a l w a y s progress by suci i slow 
degrees. T h u s far the measures employed, and sue-
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cesses ga ined , may be considered as the more neces-
sary p r e p a r a t i v e s . B u t the time w i l i come when 
nations must be born i n a day. 
T h e great fami ly of man, so l ong estranged from 
each other, because estranged co i i e c t ivc iy from t h e i r 
common F a t h e r and Redeemer, so l ong d iv ided by 
b i t ter feuds and hateful jealousies , because a t e n -
mi ty w i t h G o d , t h e i r common centre , and so l o n g 
arrayed against each other in unre l ent ing host i l i t i es , 
because a l l , promiscuously , were in rebel l ion aga inst 
the i r common K i n g , s i ia i i be reconc i led into a h a r -
monious and holy un i ty . A i l sha l l be one in C h r i s t . 
B r o a d seas may s t i l l r o i l the ir deep waters between 
tiiera ; lofty mountains may s t i l l local ly d iv ide t h e m . 
B u t they w i l l a i l be j o ined together by a bond more 
s t rong , more e x p a n s i v e , and unspeakably better f i t -
ted for the t ransmiss ion of t h r i l l s of u n i v e r s a l r e -
j o i c i n g , through the m y r i a d hearts of redeemed 
l iumai i i ty , t i i an any wor id - enc i r c i ing e lectr ic c a b l e — 
ti ie heaven-wrought bond of C h r i s t i a n love . A n d 
t i i i s bond sha l l be exposed to no per i ls of a r u p t u r e , 
in the progress of t ime . N o huge monsters of the 
deep s h a l l ever b u r s t i t . N o violence of w i n d s or 
waves s h a l l ever r e n d i t . N o c o r r o d i n g acids sha l l 
ever cut i t asunder. B u r i e d i n the ha l l owed depths 
of souls repos ing securely in common fa i th and hope, 
upon a coraraon L o r d a n d S a v i o u r , i t w i l l endure 
u n t i l the fel lowship of m i l i t a n t sa ints on earth s h a l l 
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be exchanged for the communion of j u b i i a n t saints 
i n heaven. 
A n d then t h i s s trange and mysterious bearer of 
news from distant iands , the first message of w h i c h 
so s ig i i i f i cant iy p r o c i a i m e d — " Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth 2'eace, good-will toward men," 
may flash from nat ion to nat ion , and from the east 
to the west , i t s last most j o y f u l t id ings , " T H E K I N G -
DOMS OF T H I S WORLD A R E B E C O M E T H E KINGDOMS OP 
OUR L O R D A N D H I S C H R I S T ; A N D H E S H A L L R E I G N 
FOR E V E R A N D E V E R . " A l l i e n . ' 
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P O S T S C R I P T . 
S ince r ead ing tiio proofs of the foregoing d i s -
course, the f o i i owing devout a n d s t i r r i n g effusion, 
from the pen of D U G A N N E , has appeared i n " Tho 
( d a i i y ) Press." A s i t chimes i n so fui ly w i t h the 
sentiments we have endeavored to set f o r th , a n d 
may serve by i t s poet ic beauty to compensate for 
our own defects i n t h i s respect , w c are g iad to do 
an aeceptabic serv ice to our fr iends , by a i i o t t i n g to 
i t a vacant page. 
T H E A U T H O R . 
I I Y M X F O R T H E A T L A N T I C T E L E G R A P H . 
0 Jehovali ! 0 Elohim ! be tbe glory all thine own '. 
F o r the stars in wondrous courses are hut voices from Thy 
throne ! 
And the zones of mortal dwelling, and the oceans, as they roll , 
A l l obey Thee—al l adore Thee—Master of the Immortal soul ! 
Thine the chart the Chaldean pondered 'midst his orient skies 
unfurled— 
T H E E the tortured Galileo poised above his " m o v i n g world I " 
T H E E Copernicus, enraptured, magnified with dying praise ; 
And the adoring Newton saw Thee—Ancient of Creation's D a y s ! 
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Thine the name, 0 Lord of Wisdom '.—Thine the word of Life 
divine, 
Firs t in mystic joy and trembling, matrix'd by the German 
Trine ; 
While the souls of moulder'd Ages, in their old imperial dress. 
Walked, in grand transfiguration, through the portals of the 
Press ! 
] J O ! the Sunbeam limns our features ; F i r e and Air we yoke to 
t o i l : 
Yea , tbe Lightnings from Thy footstool wc have chained in hurt-
less coil I 
Thou, 0 God! o'er F r a n k l i n bending, gave to him the electric 
flame ; 
And, with " c l o v e n tongues" exultant, Morso declared T h y 
Holy Name ! 
Scrolled beneath the sundered ocean ; scored hy Lightning's 
awful pen— 
" G l o r y unto God, the I i ighest ! Peace on E a r t h ! Good W i i l 
to Men ! " 
L a n d to land, in mingling currents, sways and thrills with 
loving ear: 
" W h e r e art t h o u ? " tho Old World whispers; and the New 
AVorld murmurs, " H E R E ! " 
Here the electric Heart of Nations—here the eternal core of 
R i g h t : 
Radiant from their huruing centre, flash the veins of Freedom's 
l ight ! 
Girt with all the world's great waters—circled far by all the 
lands— 
Marked hy sacred Line and Plummet—God our destiny com-
mands ! 
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F a t h e r ! G o d ! we faint—we falter! Lord of elemental powers! 
Grant ns that, with godlike wisdom, childlike humbleness he 
ours! 
Thou hast made Mankind vicegerent—o'er the realms of Mind 
supreme : 
Be our hearts Thine earthly altars—he Thy wondrous Love onr 
theme ! 

